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V worried about the Apple TV show forcing gender 


I'm rather worried about the new TV show having very obvious genders forced onto the characters - for 
example, | saw someone mention that it'll be a female who voices ART - stuff like that really messes up what 
I've got in my head? | guess I'm just concerned that they'll try to force some kind of heteronormality onto the 
crew where there wasn't before. Is that something others feel too, or am | just being weird? 
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saw someone mention that it'll be a female who voices ART - stuff like that really messes up what 
I've got in my head? 


| haven't seen any announcements about ART. Do you know where that came from? 


Regardless of who they cast as ART (and | know it will take me time to get used to anyone who isn't Kevin 
R. Free!), I'm ready to give the benefit of the doubt. Martha Wells is directly involved, and she's said she 


feels like they really understand the characters. | can't imagine she'd be OK with pushing MB into any sort 
of heteronormativity. 
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| kind of would love if Kevin R Free gets cast as ART... 
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Some actor is going to voice ART. They will have a gender. Some women have relatively deep voices. 
Some men have higher voices. | don't really see a problem. Besides, ART can imitate any voice it wants to. 


77 Reply Share 


23 more replies 


EnnOnEarth « 1d ago 


Folks who are agendered, non-binary, and / or gender may have been assigned any gender at birth; if the 
characters of ART and MB were human, it wouldn't matter what gender the actors portraying them were 
assigned at birth so long as the character portrayals feel correct - the characters of ART and MB will be 
played / voiced by humans, and therefore it doesn't matter what gender the actors were assigned at birth, 
it matters the character portrayal they can bring to screen. 


Concern here should be located in character portrayal and non-erasure of agendered asexual "mutual 
administrative assistance" - either person in an agendered asexual interpersonal non-relationship of 
‘mutually administrative assistance’ may be of any gender identity or lack thereof, and that does not make 
that MAA heternormative (or homosexual normative or sapphic normative, etc.). 


19 Reply Share 


MisoTahini + 1d ago 


They can't cater to just what's in your head. They have a vision and script and cast accordingly. If it doesn't 
work for you, don't watch and keep on enjoying the books. 
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There isn't any news about a season 2 or an ART casting. The fact that they took a character that was 
gendered female and the books and cast a NB actor for the role has been comforting to me. 
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sierrafourteen OP « 1d ago 
Oh really? Ok | am pleased to see that 
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OttoRoboto555 + 17h ago 
Just wanted to say that | hear ART as Ralph wiggum 
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I'm used to the Kevin R Free voices, and | understand the fear here, since the public may simply look at a 
male actor and female actor and think “heterosexual”, but | think that it's ultimately better for everyone for 
people to get used to the idea that agender individuals can sound and look like femme women or masc 
men and that doesn’t change the fact that they are agender. Two agender people in a relationship who 
are masc-presenting amab and femme-presenting afab are still in a non-heterosexual relationship. Will 
people interpret it that way? Sure. Do | give a shit? Not really. I’m kind of tired of people thinking that the 
only way to be agender is to be perfectly androgynous and I'd like to see that challenged in media. 
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